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In response to the Restriction Requirement, dated April 1, 2005, Applicant elects Group 
I, Claims 1-3 and 5-8 for examination. This election is made with traverse. 

In the Restriction Requirement, the claims of present invention were grouped into the 
following three groups: Group I, Claims 1-3 and 5-8, drawn to maoC gene classified in class 
536, subclass 23.2; Group II, Claim 4, drawn to MaoC protein, classified in class 435, subclass 
232; and Group III, Claims 9-10, drawn to a method of producing middle-chain-length 
polyhydroxyalkanoate (MCL-PHA) by culturing the microorganism. 

The inventions of Group I and Group III can be shown to be distinct if (1) the process of 
using the product (here, the production of MCL-PHA by cultivating the transformed 
microorganism) can be practiced with another materially different product, and/or (2) the product 
(here, the microorganism of Group I) as claimed can be used in a materially different process of 
using that product (MPEP § 806.05(h)). 

Applicants submit that the Restriction Requirement fails to meet its burden to show either 
or both of (1) or (2), because it provides an example that the compoxmd produced in the 
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recombinant method Group II (i.e., MaoC protein) can be produced by another method, e.g., a 
chemical process. 

Accordingly, Applicant respectfully traverse the Restriction Requirement and request that 
the Restriction Requirement on the inventions of Group I and Group III be withdrawn. 

Applicant reserves the right to file a Divisional Application directed to non-elected 
Claims 4 and 9-10. 

The USPTO is directed and authorized to charge all required fees, except for the Issue 
Fee and the Publication Fee, to Deposit Account No. 19-4880. Please also credit any 
overpayments to said Deposit Accovmt. 
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